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The Spinifex State College Gifted and Talented Program has been running for many years. It is
an excellent opportunity for Year 6 students to embark on an extended study in a subject area
that they excel in or enjoy. All students who have a genuine interest in one of the specific subject
areas below are encouraged to apply. 

In 2025, we are pleased to offer the following programs:
Touch
Science (Mining)

The Gifted and Talented Program runs for 10 weeks during Term 2.  This year Touch and
Creative Writing will run on Tuesday afternoons 1.30pm-2.30pm and Science (Mining) and
Chemistry will run on Wednesday afternoons 1.30pm-2.30pm.

Transport from each school will be arranged by Spinifex State College for the Year 6 students
to attend the afternoon sessions at our Junior Campus. Upon completion of each session
students will be dismissed from the Junior Campus at 2:30pm and parents will be required to
make alternate arrangements for collection on these days.

Nomination forms are available online on the Spinifex State College Website or the
Administration Office at Spinifex State College Junior Campus. Completed applications are to be
delivered in a sealed envelope to Spinifex State College Junior Campus, Administration Office,
6-12 Fifth Avenue before 3pm, Wednesday 19th March.

Completed applications must consist of the following:
Completed Nomination Form
Completed Permission Form
Written Selection Criteria for each program applied for

Creative Writing
Chemistry

Successful students and their families will be notified through their Primary School by 2nd April
2025. 

The Program will commence in Term 2, Week 1, 22nd April until Week 10 24th June. The
Culminating Night will occur on Thursday 26th June, 2025. 

Application Process
Nomination forms are available on the Spinifex State College website 
or from the Administration Office at the Junior Campus.

All completed applications must be submitted to:

Spinifex State College – Junior Campus   
Administration Office  
 6–12 Fifth Avenue

Applications must be received before 3:00pm, Friday 27 March.

A complete application includes:

•	 Completed Nomination Form

•	 Completed Permission Form

•	 �Written Selection Criteria for each program the student is applying for

Notification and Key Dates
Families will be notified of successful applicants through their primary 
school by Thursday 2 April.

The Program will run from Week 2 (27 April) to Week 9 (14 June) of 
Term 2.  Culminating events will be held during each program’s final 
session in Week 9, from 2:20pm–3:30pm.
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Chemistry program
Outline:

Selection Criteria:

Students will dive into the exciting world of chemistry through fun, hands-on
investigations and experiments. In this program, students will explore a variety of
chemistry focused topics such as chemical reactions, states of matter,
temperature, as well as physical and chemical properties of substances. This
program will spark curiosity in Science and build a strong foundation in scientific
thinking. Get ready to experiment, explore, and ignite a passion for chemistry!

Please write up to 100 words for each criterion to explain why you think you
should be involved in the program. Please present your response in no more than
two A4 pages.

1. Outline your passion or interest in Science and conducting experiments.
2. Explain how you are able to follow instructions and to work in group
situations.
3. Discuss your ability to follow laboratory procedures carefully, to
ensure your safety and the safety of others.
4. Explain your willingness to work in a team.
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The Spinifex State College Gifted and Talented Program has a long 
history of providing enrichment opportunities for Year 6 students. It offers 
students the chance to engage in extended study in an area where they 
demonstrate strong ability and genuine interest. All eligible students are 
encouraged to apply.

Programs Offered in 2026
The following programs will be available:

•	 Junior Touch Development Program

•	 Creative Writing

•	 Science (Mining)

The Program will run for 8 weeks during Term 2.

•	 �Touch Pre Academy program and Science will be held on Friday from 
1:30pm–2:20pm.

•	 Creative Writing will be held on Wednesdays from 1:30pm–2:20pm.

Transport and Student Dismissal
Spinifex State College will arrange transport for Year 6 students from  
each school to the Junior Campus for their afternoon sessions. 

At the conclusion of each session, students will be dismissed  
from the Junior Campus at 2:20pm, and parents will need  
to organise their collection.
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junior Touch Development program
Outline:
Students will be participating in a touch football program which is designed to 
engage and enhance their physical literacy and teamwork skills. Through the fast-
paced nature of touch football, students learn the fundamentals of movement, 
agility, and coordination whilst developing tactical awareness and decision-
making abilities. Moreover, touch football promotes inclusivity by accommodating 
for varying skill levels and abilities. It encourages students to support and respect 
each other, fostering a positive and supportive learning environment. By the end 
of this program, we are hoping to empower students to lead active and healthy 
lifestyles while fostering key values such as teamwork, respect, and 
sportsmanship.

Selection Criteria:
1. Outline your past sporting participation and achievements.
2. Explain a situation or situations where you have had to use teamwork in
the past.
3. Explain a time when you have had to plan and lead a group of people.
4. Explain how you will be able to cope with the fitness/physical activity
demands of this program.

Please write up to 100 words for each criterion to explain why you think you should
be involved in the program. Please present your response in no more than two A4
pages.
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science program
Outline:

Selection Criteria:

Students will participate in an innovative program designed to interest and inspire
students in Science specific to the mining industry.  Students will participate in a
variety of practical activities and research around this central theme. The aim is to
inspire students to actively participate and learn about the Science involved in the
mining industry and generate interest and excitement about this area of study.

1. Outline your passion or interest in Science or Mining.
2. Explain how you are able to follow instructions and to work in group
situations.
3. Discuss your ability to follow laboratory procedures carefully, to
ensure your safety and the safety of others.
4. Explain your willingness to undertake experiments.

Please write up to 100 words for each criterion to explain why you think you should
be involved in the program. Please present your response in no more than two A4
pages.
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creative writing program
Outline:

Selection Criteria:

As part of the Creative Writing program, students will participate in a host of new
writing opportunities that they wouldn’t normally get to experience in their
everyday English classes. From poetry to prose, story telling to song writing,
students will explore a range of genres and experiment with the ways in which
language can be used in new and exciting ways. 

Students will develop independent, innovative and inventive writing skills to
nurture creative thinking and imagination. They will experiment with literary
devices, language choices, text structures, form and style, and manipulate these
in their own imaginative writing.

Submit a piece of creative writing no longer than 300 words. This can be
poetry or prose. 

1.

Outline why you have a passion or interest in creative writing.2.

Please write up to 100 words for each criterion to explain why you think you should
be involved in the program. Please present your response in no more than two A4
pages.
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Outline:
As part of the Creative Writing program, students will become real writers and 
voices for their community.

Over the term we will work together to create a community project that will 
showcase ideas, stories and perspectives, highlighting creativity and progress in 
their writing.

Students will explore a range of writing styles, including stories, articles and 
descriptive pieces, while learning how to write clearly, creatively and with purpose. 
They will be encouraged to think like writers, experiment with new ideas and 
develop their own unique voice in our diverse community.

By the end of the program, students will have contributed to a meaningful 
publication that represents both themselves and their community. This final product 
will celebrate their creativity, teamwork and growth as writers.

Selection Criteria:
1. �Submit a piece of creating writing, no longer than 300 words, that is based on 

a place, person or experience in our community. This can be a story, poem, 
description or other piece creative work that celebrates your writing skills and 
shows us something about this area.

2. Outline, in around 100 words, why you have an interest in creative writing.

Spinifex
State

College
Mount Isa
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For further information please contact:
 Spinifex State College- Junior Campus
 Phone: (07) 4740 1111


